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¶ IIE UW-Madison 

chapter is hosting 

this year IIE Regional 

CONFERENCE!! 

¶ Interested in joining?                          

Come to our kickoff 

meeting this fall!  

       IIE is the worldôs largest 

professional society 

dedicated solely to the 

support of the industrial 

engineering profession and 

individuals involved with 

improving quality and 

productivity. Founded in 

1948, IIE is an international, 

non-profit association that 

provides leadership for the 

application, education, 

training, research, and 

development of industrial 

engineering. 

With more than 15,000 

members and 280 chapters 

worldwide, IIEôs primary 

mission is to meet the ever 

changing needs of its 

membership, which includes 

undergraduate and 

graduate students, 

engineering practitioners 

and consultants in all 

industries, engineering 

managers, and engineers in 

education, research, and 

government. 

About Our Organization 
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         April 24th (Friday) -

Howling winds from the east at 

30 miles per houré and yet an 

intrepid group of students and 

faculty took time from their busy 

schedules to enjoy camaraderie, 

games, and tasty grilled fare.  It 

was time for the bi-annual Stu-

dent-Professor FUNction!  Get-

ting the fires going proved a 

daunting challenge in the wind.  

Special thanks must go to Tom 

Davich for setting everything up, 

emptying five bottles of lighter 

fluid, and for being the grillmas-

ter of all the succulent suste-

nance. While the grills were com-

ing up to temperature, students 

and professors amused them-

selves with getting to know each 

other better and with tailgate 

games. Prof. Vanderheiden was 

quite the marksman on the Bolo 

toss.  Profs. Alagoz, Zhou, and Shi 

each worked to perfect their "keep it 

low" bean-bag toss strategy in the 

wind. (However, this reporter noted 

that the students looked more prac-

ticed at the tailgate games than the 

professors). Some professors dem-

onstrated their aptitude at a different 

aspect of tailgating---eating.  Spe-

cifically, Professors Luedtke and 

Weigmann didn't leave until they 

had "eaten for the cycle" -- one brat, 

one hot dog, and one hamburger.  

The food was delicious. Such a 

good time was being had by all, that 

the party extended well past the one-

hour mark.  But sadly all good 

things must come to an end. Stu-

dents had to ready themselves for 

their Friday night study sessions, 

and professors had to return to their 

offices to plot more ways to make 

their students suffer. 

By Professor Linderoth 



February 2nd 

(Monday) - After the initial 

spring kickoff, IIE continued 

strong into the second se-

mester by taking advantage 

of all of the companies com-

ing to visit campus for the 

spring career fair.  The first 

company up to bat was Gen-

eral Electric, with special 

guest alumni presenters, Dan 

Healy and Elissa Rissberg. 

 Being alumni, Dan 

and Elissa masterfully 

showed the interplay be-

tween courses within the 

ISyE curriculum and how 

skills learned in these 

courses could be directly 

applied to projects that they 

were working on at their 

own GE Consumer & Indus-

trial location in Louisville, 

Kentucky. As IIEôers 

munched away on Silver-

mine Subôs, Dan and Elissa 

also fielded questions on the 

ways to take advantage of 

whatôs offered outside of the 

classroom and some of the 

characteristics that GE is 

looking for in its intern and 

full -time employees. 
With all of the alumni 

and great resume of events that 

have been hosted by GE, we 

hope to continue the partner-

ship. Thanks GE!!  

pitted two manufacturing lines 

consisting of around 7 people 

each. Two runs were done on 

each line, the first in a manner 

not very ñIndustrial Engineerishò. 

Some problems included material 

handlers wasting time, double 

handling, inefficient workload 

balancing, and more. Needless to 

say the first run was not optimal, 

averaging only around 4-5 planes 

produced. After a quick discus-

April 16-18th (Thursday

-Saturday)- Engineering Expo 

is a college wide campus event 

that is held every 2 years at UW

-Madison. It is a three day long 

event where students from all 

ages and schools around Madi-

son get to come and visit stu-

dent organization exhibits and 

individual exhibits. IIE hosted 

an exhibit about manufacturing 

paper airplanes. The event   

sion on how to improve the 

process, we tried again. The 

participants fixed many of the 

problems and ended up produc-

ing upwards of 17 planes in the 

same amount of time! 

General Electric Industry Night 

Engineering Expo 

Boston Scientific Industry Night 

plantable cardiac defibrillators and 

pacemakers. Our guest speakers, 

Steve Rahn and Agustin Malet 

Raga, went over the importance of 

industrial engineering in ensuring 

quality in their devices and how 

intelligently designed processes 

help them achieve high perform-

ance. 

February 3rd (Tuesday) - 

In rapid succession, (and with 

Qdoba helping to draw a large 

crowd) first-time sponsor Boston 

Scientific came and gave a pres-

entation on how lean manufac-

turing principles are imple-

mented into their strategic 

growth plans and how industrial 

engineers drive change and con-

tinuous improvement initiatives 

in their operations. 

Boston Scientific is one 

of the worldôs leaders in im-
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By Tom Butt 

By Matt Herkenhoff 

By Tom Butt 



 Jan 26th (Monday) 

- The all too familiar Engi-

neering Hall flourished with 

the illustrious smell of free 

Ianôs pizza mixed with the 

combination of IIE members 

and people who were clearly 

there to cash in their free 

pizza tokens. It was a gath-

ering of the finest individu-

als seen this side of the Mis-

sissippi River.  During the 

lively delivery of what is to 

come for the future of IIE, 

my brain began to poka-

yoke negative thoughts 

about my current life and 

peacefully entered a blissful 

state of ecstasy as events 

such as the Ronald McDon-

aldôs house, hockey stands, 

conference, and industry 

nights flashed in front of my 

eyes.  As the presentation 

came to an end, I hurried to 

the sign up table. Striving to 

be a distinguished member, I 

quickly signed up for two 

hockey stands in the same 

weekend to retrieve those 

precious DM points. Spring 

tickled my neck as I and my 

fellow IIE brethren treaded 

the familiar trail to a pub 

nearby named ñJordanôs Big 

Tenò.  We were soon 

greeted by the friendly pres-

ence of the employees at 

Jordanôs who quickly ush-

ered us to a corner of the 

establishment all to our-

selves.  Before long, there 

was food and drink to be had 

by all and the environment 

is quite abuzz as the peas-

ants of IIE trumpeted their 

cheers and basked in the 

jovial company that grace-

fully surrounds them.  After 

a few heartwarming conver-

sations with other comrades 

about the magical world of 

industrial engineering, real-

ity soon struck home as I 

remembered that I have 

coursework yet to do before 

the next sun rises.  Leaving 

this fantasy world produced 

a cold frown as I made an 

unwanted exit from Jor-

danôs, but it soon turned into 

a warm, reassuring grin as I 

know a reunion will be had 

with these wonderful people 

much sooner than I may 

think. 

IIE Kickoff and Social 
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ñBefore long, there is 

food and drink to be 

had by all and the 

environment is quite the 

buzz as the peasants of 

IIE trumpet their cheers 

and bask in the jovial 

company that gracefully 

surrounds them.ò   

By Scott Uglow 

A group of IIEõers at Jordanõs Big 10 



Fred Foster, had in mind when he 

designed the new facility. Our 

tour guide, Tom Carlson, was 

quick to point out that aside from 

the few individuals that need an 

absolute quiet place to work, no-

body else works in a cubicle. 

The tour continued with a 

walk of the manufacturing floor. 

Memorable innovations along the 

tour included clever use of thea-

ter lights to indicate walkways 

and forklift paths on the floor, as 

well as an area that used negative 

pressure to recycle a spray-on 

paint. 

 At the end, the group 

had a Q&A session with one of 

the industrial engineers. Ques-

tions ranged from how the com-

pany was dealing with the current 

state of the economy to how be-

ing a privately held company 

affects corporate culture (one of 

the most open and friendly that 

Iôve seen) to how new manufac-

turing techniques were being 

April 15th (Wednesday )

- On a sunny April tax day, ten 

IIE members decided to take a 

trek out to Electronic Theater 

Controls (ETC) on the outskirts 

of Madison for a tour, to share 

some laughs, and to learn more 

about how professional theater 

lighting systems and controllers 

are produced. The caravan set 

out with Kyle Brown leading 

the charge on his Suicycle and 

arrived safely shortly thereafter. 

Entering ETC is like 

stepping out onto the stage. The 

entrance of the building is a 

showcase for the industry 

leader, which just happens to 

produce equipment for every-

thing from high school auditori-

ums to the most extravagant of 

Vegas theaters. After the initial 

awe of entering the building 

wears off, the next thing to no-

tice is the open working atmos-

phere.  This is exactly what UW 

alumni and current ETC CEO, 

applied at the facility. Overall, 

the trip was a great way to get 

off campus before finals and 

projects got under way while 

learning the operations at ETC. 

Electronic Theatre Controls Facility Tour 

Coventry Game Afternoon 

by IIE kept everyone satisfied 

no matter how they fared in 

Apples to Apples or Scrab-

ble.  IIEôers also had a chance 

to play Wii Sports with the 

residents. Overall, it was a fun 

experience, and the residents 

definitely look forward to 

seeing fresh IIE faces next 

semester! 

April 5th (Sunday) 

- On a beautiful Sunday af-

ternoon, ten IIE members 

went to Coventry Assisted 

Living to play a variety of 

games with the senior resi-

dents there. This was the 

second outreach trip to Cov-

entry this year, and we had a 

high turnout of residents 

eager to display their board 

game skills.  The chips, 

soda, and cookies provided 
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By Steve Crowley 

By Tom Butt 



April 30 (Thursday)- 

On an April afternoon, ten IIE 

members headed over to the 

Madison Ronald McDonald 

House after class to help pre-

pare a meal for residents.  The 

Ronald McDonald House pro-

vides families a place to stay 

when a child has to go to a 

hospital for treatment a little or 

no cost.  Upon arrival the vol-

unteers began using their IIE 

skills to get the meal, a deli-

cious spaghetti dinner, com-

pleted by the 6:00 PM dead-

line.  After everyone was as-

signed a task the cooking 

and socializing among mem-

bers began.  In addition to 

the spaghetti, members also 

prepared salad and garlic 

bread (recipe by Andrew 

Dolan). Exactly at 6:00 PM 

the meal was ready as prom-

ised.  Residents and IIE 

members dug into the tasty 

meal.  Residents enjoyed the 

food (especially the garlic 

bread). After eating dinner a 

few members went into the 

backyard for some candid 

photos with Ronald McDon-

ald himself.  Overall, the 

experience was a lot of fun 

and very rewarding for   

everyone involved.  

Ronald McDonald House  

Laser Tag: Battle of the Engineering Orgs 
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By Andrew Dolan 

By Ryan McAsey 

with thirty seconds until the game 

began. Smaller teams began to form 

and explore the arena, searching out 

and destroying bases. The first game 

was a learning experience with many 

having trouble navigating the maze-

like arena full of fog, mirrors, and 

multiple levels. After the game was 

over all returned with big smiles and 

sweaty faces to the launch room where 

we returned our vests. We headed out 

into the lobby and eagerly anticipated 

our scores; IIE was proclaimed the 

match winner! 
After the first round pizza was 

served to the teams for a much needed 

break and refueling. Games continued 

for the next three hours. After the thee 

rounds were completed, a champion-

ship match between the top three 

teams was held to determine the win-

ner. During the match, intensity levels 

rose to a new level with prizes on 

the line. In the end the students from 

the polygon student council pre-

vailed and were awarded with pizza 

slice coupons to Ianôs pizza, gift 

certificates to State Street Brats and 

a free game at Ultrazone. IIE placed 

in second with ASME coming in 

close with third place. Tim Barry of 

NOBE was also awarded with a gift 

certificate to the Exclusive Com-

pany for achieving the highest indi-

vidual score. 
Everyone had a lot of fun and 

the event was very well-received. 

IIE hopes to continue this tradition 

into the coming semesters and have 

it become a stable event for other 

organizations as well.   

March 30th (Monday) - In 

an effort to build fundraising for the 

upcoming 2010 IIE Conference, the 

social chair Andrew Dolan created 

the óBattle of the Engineering Orgô. 

Eight organizations, IIE, 

BMES,  ASME, KHK, Polygon, 

NOBE, AIChE and the UW Robot-

ics Team, signed up to go to Ultra-

zone and were encouraged to bring 

up to 13 members to participate in 

the competition. 
The competition was broken 

into three rounds of óRound Robinô 

play, with team competing for the 

highest average score per player. 

The first three teams were taken 

into a briefing room where the rules 

of the game were established and 

players were able to ask question to 

the Ultrazone employees, also 

know as ógame masters.ô We were 

all given vests with blinking targets 

on our front, back, and shoulders 

and on the laser itself. Points could 

be scored by shooting opponentôs 

targets or destroying an enemy 

base. 
With our vests on, nerves 

began to build in the crowded 

launch room, an alarm sounded and 

we were released into the arena 



Feb 26-March 1 

( Thursday-Sunday) - In the 

midst of the stress of school 

and the relentless winter 

weather of February, one of 

the most anticipated IIE 

events takes place: Confer-

ence.  This yearôs confer-

ence was hosted by the 

South Dakota School of 

Mines and Technology.   

During the thirteen 

hour journey, the group 

learned numerous facts 

about South Dakota during a 

group jeopardy game (which 

helped us win the trivia con-

test at the paper competi-

tion), Jayme created color-

ing book masterpieces, and 

Matthew Kopetsky passed 

out his ñConference Book-O

-Funò.      

The first afternoon 

consisted of swimming and 

a group icebreaker followed 

by a social evening.  The 

next morning came early, 

and groups split to go on 

facility tours such as H&S 

Precisions and Lehman 

Trikes.  It was a great ex-

perience to see so many IE 

skills and strategies in ac-

tion.  Directly following the 

tours was the Mount Rush-

more tour.    

Dinner that evening 

was at the Fire house, fol-

lowed by a night of singing, 

dancing and a good time.  

The Workshops were 

held the following morn-

ing.  Students had the option 

of attending Boston Scien-

tific, Michelin, or Nucor 

Steel. Some of the presen-

tations could have been 

more interactive, but that is 

something that our confer-

ence planning committee 

can look into for next year!   

Our very own Mat-

thew Kopetsky presented his 

Senior design project in the 

technical paper competi-

tion. Presented through the 

blinding strobe lights, he 

earned  second place!  

Conference is a great 

way to become involved in 

IIE.  Itôs a weekend full of 

creating new friendships, 

strengthening old ones, 

learning, and most of all 

having a good time.   

IIE Regional Conference 2009 
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By Christine Theilaker 


